
 

 

Definition (from Wikipedia) “Urban Art combines street art and graffiti and is often used to summarize 

all visual art forms arising in urban areas, being inspired by urban architecture or present urban lifestyle.  

Because the urban arts are characterized by existing in the public space, they are often viewed as 

vandalism and destruction of private property.” For the purposes of this theme, professional art is 

acceptable. 

 Criteria: Your image cannot simply be a record of another artist’s work. It must have interest or 

uniqueness which you express on your “canvass.” This may be either in-camera or post-production. 

Closing Date for this Evaluation is June 09 @ 6 am. 

 

Simon & Garfunkel’s song emboldens this months theme: 

And the people bowed and prayed 

To the neon god they made 

And the sign flashed out its warning 

In the words that it was forming 

And the sign said, "The words of the prophets are written on the subway walls 

And tenement halls" 

And whispered in the sounds of silence 

For an interesting take on the Sound of Silence, visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u9Dg-g7t2l4 

Warning, it is somewhat “Disturbing.” 

 

 

42 West has an article on Street Photography with some good examples of graffiti.  As mentioned in the 

definition, the picture cannot simply be a record of graffiti, but it is important to add your own personal 

touch, whether in camera or in post-production. This article is wonderful at giving ideas to personalizing 

your picture.   



There is a video at the end of this article by Bryan Peterson.  He shows some interesting street art and 

his approach to shooting it.  If you don’t want to watch the video, 2 words can sum up it up nicely:  BE 

PATIENT! 

https://www.adorama.com/alc/how-to-use-graffiti-art-to-improve-your-street-photography 

 

 

Looking for some great examples?  Have a look at Fine Art America 

 

https://fineartamerica.com/art/photographs/graffiti 

One of the photos that caught my eye was a picture shot in sepia tones with only the graffiti in full color. 

Very effective.  Although I liked many of the images shown, I do question some of the shots as to what is 

just a record shot, and what is artists interpretation. 

 

For more advanced Photoshop users, The Photoshop Training Channel offers a great tutorial on Banksy 

Style Stencil Graffiti. This is a wonderful training opportunity.  Get ready to pause this video often.  Jesus 

Ramirez is a wonderful instructor but he talks about a gazillion miles a minute. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yf9OkYdEbtY 

 

Keep Safe! 

 

 


